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log houses and clearings to seek shelter in the near-
est blockhouses and stockades. One of these be-
longed to Samuel Mims, a half-breed farmer, who
had prudently fortified his farm on a bend of the
Alabama River. A square stockade enclosed an
acre of ground around his house and to this refuge
hastened several hundred pioneers and their fami-
lies, with their negro slaves, and a few officers and
soldiers. Here they were surprised and massacred
by a thousand naked Indians who called themselves
Red Sticks because of the wancls carried by their
fanatical prophets. Two hundred and fifty scalps
were carried away on poles, and when troops ar-
rived they found nothing but heaps of ashes, muti-
lated bodies, and buzzards feeding on the carrion.

From Fort Mims the Indians overran the coun-
try like a frightful scourge, murdering and burn-
ing, until a vast region was emptied of its people.
First to respond to the pitiful calls for help was
Tennessee, and within a few weeks twenty-five hun-
dred infantry and a thousand cavalry were march-
ing into Alabama, led by Andrew Jackson, who
had not yet recovered from a wound received in
a brawl with Thomas H. Benton. Among Jack-
son's soldiers were two young men after his own
heart, David Crockett and Samuel Houston. The